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always with a word of encouragement for his
family and friends. | celebrate the life and leg-
acy of Specialist Collins, and my thoughts and
prayers are with his family.

————

HONORING YAZOO CITY ALUMNAE
CHAPTER OF DELTA SIGMA
THETA SORORITY, INC.

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 17, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a group of women
who has shown what can be done through
hard work, dedication and a desire to serve
their community, Yazoo City Alumnae Chapter
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. The Yazoo
City Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. has served the Yazoo County
community and the State of Mississippi
through informational meetings, social and
civic engagement.

The Yazoo City Alumnae Chapter was
granted their 30th chartering in the state of
Mississippi on February 2, 1997. Francine
Wallace and Edwina Fox, in 1995, had the
idea to create a chapter in Yazoo and placed
an article in the local newspaper. Other Del-
ta’s in the area quickly responded, desiring to
continue the mission to which they had
pledged themselves in their college years and
together they worked with the state leadership,
the southern Region Manager and the national
Headquarters to achieve this objective. Not
being swayed, it took several attempts to ac-
quire the approvals to establish the Yazoo City
Alumnae Chapter. The Yazoo City Deltas trav-
eled to the State Cluster to share their desire
to focus on the high rate of teenage preg-
nancies in Yazoo County as it was the highest
rate in the state of Mississippi. Relating their
dedication to fighting this devastating trend,
the Southern Region Manager, on their sec-
ond attempt approved the chartering of the
Yazoo City Alumnae Chapter. On February 2,
1997 at the St. Stephen United Methodist
Church 12 members, Mary Ann Brewer, Te-
resa Bonner, Diane Delaware, Zellee Dela-
ware, Sandra Younger, Tamara Dodd, Edwina
Gordon-Fox, Marilyn Hathorne, Gloria Elayne
Owens, Francine Wallace, the late Juanita
Scott-Washington and Mary Joshua Young
stood and committed to carry out the public
service mission of their beloved sisterhood
throughout Yazoo County. Thus, this was the
beginning of the Yazoo City Alumnae Chapter
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the Yazoo City Alumnae Chap-
ter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. for its
dedication to serving others and giving back to
the community.

————

HONORING THE MEXICAN-AMER-
ICAN VINTNERS ASSOCIATION

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 17, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the Mexican-American

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Vintners Association (MAVA), whose members
include many of the hard-working, entrepre-
neurial families and individuals who serve as
a backbone to the wine community in my dis-
trict.

The Mexican-American Vintners Association
was revived in May 2010 with the mission to
recognize Napa and Sonoma Wine produced
by Mexican-American Vintners, advocate for
quality standards, promote the contributions of
Mexican-Americans to the wine community,
and to educate and preserve traditions for fu-
ture vintners. In the words of Member Hugo
Maldonado, MAVA ‘“are not just in the vine-
yards anymore, they’re a force to be reckoned
with.”

Many members of MAVA have traveled to
Washington, DC this week, including Ceja
Vineyards, Mi Sueno Winery, Maldonado Fam-
ily Vineyards, and the Robledo Family Winery.
They are here, not only to support the mission
of the Smithsonian Institution, but also to fur-
ther educate Congress about their vital con-
tributions to our economy and community.
Their stories of immigration, sacrifice and de-
termination are what make America great.

In addition to supporting their current mem-
bers, the Mexican-American Vintners Associa-
tion works to support future vintners by pro-
viding scholarships to deserving students. By
helping those who will follow them, the Vint-
ners are preserving the traditions of making
and selling quality wine which they have
worked hard to build.

Mr. Speaker, we are proud of our Mexican-
American Vintners. Their organization pre-
serves and promotes a great tradition of hard
work and resilience in our community. It is
therefore fitting and proper that we honor them
here today.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, on May
16, 2017, | was not present to vote on H.R.
1616, the Strengthening State and Local
Cyber Crime Fighting Act due to a family med-
ical emergency. Had | been present for roll
call No. 258, | would have voted YEA.

COL STEVEN OWENS

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 17, 2017

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Colonel Steven Owens on his
retirement from the United States Army, and
to thank him for his dedicated service to the
United States of America.

Colonel Owens’ many years of service in-
clude a deployment as the ARNG Medical Ad-
visor for the Multi-National Corps—Iraq Sur-
geon’s Office, Baghdad, Irag, where he was
hand-selected to be 1st Corps Surgeon’s Liai-
son with the Iragi Ground Forces Command
Surgeon and Medical Trainer for COIN.

| have had the pleasure of serving under
Colonel Owens, in his assignment as Deputy
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Director for Reserve Affairs and Sr. ARNG Ad-
visor at the Office of the Surgeon General at
the Defense Health Headquarters, and have
greatly appreciated his leadership and exper-
tise.

Congratulations to Colonel Owens, to his
wife Lonna, on a new chapter, and | thank him
for his mentorship and friendship.

RECOGNIZING HAROLD HAGER
HON. TOM REED

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 17, 2017

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize a constituent, Harold Hager, who is
celebrating his 100th birthday today.

Mr. Hager has dedicated his life to serving
our country and local community. During
World War Il, he served in the United States
Navy as a gunner on the USS Taconic. After
the war, Mr. Hager returned home and worked
for many years as a melding technician and
foreman at Corning Glass Works. In 1972,
after our area was devastated by Hurricane
Agnes, Mr. Hager delivered urgently needed
food and supplies to his neighbors in Elmira,
New York.

Mr. Hager has served as a volunteer with
the Steuben County Retired and Senior Volun-
teer Program since February 2012. He was
previously assigned to the Painted Post Food
Pantry and he currently serves at the Habitat
for Humanity ReStore in Corning, New York.
Mr. Hager has accumulated more than 4,500
lifetime service hours and, in 2016, he aver-
aged 84 hours per month. He is truly an inspi-
ration.

| ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating Harold Hager’'s 100th birthday and rec-
ognizing his life-long commitment to service.

HONORING JANA LEIGH CLANTON
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 17, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, the late Ms. Jana Leigh Clanton. Jana
was born January 24, 1996 in Flowood, Mis-
sissippi.

Jana confessed Christ at an early age and
joined Mt. Able Missionary Baptist Church
under the leadership of Rev. Willie A. Travis,
Sr., where she was a faithful steward, serving
as a clerical volunteer to the church secretarial
staff and a member of the Mt. Able Anointed
Believers Praise Dance Ministry.

Jana was a Presidential Scholar at
Tougaloo College, where she majored in
English with an emphasis in Pre-Law and was
a student leader, serving as a member of the
Student Government Association, a member
of Alpha Lambda Delta honor society and
member of the Tougaloo Ambassadors for
Meritorious Scholars (T.A.M.S.), student re-
cruitment association.

Jana graduated with honors from Madison
Central High School in May 2014, most re-
cently became licensed as a Certified Phar-
macy Technician, and accepted a position at
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